
KATE CAREW FINDS A MATINEE IDOL ROBBED OF HIS VOTARIES
That Is to Say, if the Young Girls of Paris Had Any

Chance to Gather Pictures of Actors and Hang Around
Stage Doors and Get Into Clandestine Corre¬

spondences, M Le «Bargy Would Doubtless
Be the Object of Their Tender Care.

i

BY KATK CARKW. 1
Varis, March 8.

WHKN Is a Matinee Idol not a Mati¬
nee Idol?
You don't know?

Whjr, when he is born and bred in Taris,

of course.
Ifg very hard on him Tie mpy have all

the hallmarks of the Matinee Idol. He

may be tall and svelte, with large, lus¬
trous eyes and the featurea of a Greek

god, and many a young girl may worship
l.im In secret, but he never tees any out¬

ward evidence of this. 11 v, r geta any

'mash notes" written with «florentine
... nor the burning r-equeeta for amo¬

k-rap):« which are the natural perquisites
<«i tin- .Matin«'«' idol elsewhere, Noi do«
he su««.! oui <«. the atnge loor dreaaed in

beautiful «sff-tho-atege rlothes, to And
lines of palpitating girlhood walling Juet
to guae adoringly nt him.
You see. the Young I'e.son In Parla

«an't do these things Bl aas; not
Is bien élevée.which means well 1 rought
i] in case you've forgotten for thi
ment. Pose thing, aha w< '¦ .."

to a «conssnt or shut up i.i a-i asylum at

«>nte by acandsltsed relatlvea I she
al a »tape door, «and if ah« ti .¦ to

Into «correspondence with a

actor she'll cnuse abc il
«nattes in her ii' Is

LE BARGY COMES CLOSEST.
Now. the near« «at appi oa to a Ma

Idol in Parla is Le Bai ty.
He is rsnlly Chai lai Q

well. 1 lit Ii

... ti .-. ahos) front aim

:.«¦ «Bargy to his public,
in appsnrnn« . h« la he

M. I.. Creek god an?«
- ?-. iting a little ii« .¦ with years .

oth« a, wel «Parla la
garments, and La «Bai

ae, as It were. Th« lit N

a Ith «bated bresth for his to

.i.il the latest cut of bis moi

.r.ii taii s are «recoui ted the t

t wl
d of Queen Ellxal B«eau Bruin«

nie'. Of
In spite of this;!l of

him was spent In set
with never any « ncour ig<
ery well bro ghl up gli la ol his n

land and net '

«/a of

THE BEST OF AUTHORITY.

\',,\\ i anos ,:

'.his.
.te almple. lie told me ¦

and if « v ¦. v« ' your¬
self a ittl« . rain eserclae, hml you try
explslnhig what a Mstlnee Idol la te «.'«'.

l 1 ranee,

it he «as a ''it alow on the M. I« I

gasas, bow-ever, II - al was «glow
«Shout 1 M «er met auch an fi. it rie li-nht-
atag «rhsigt p- In al my 1:1'.' d

young life. "Teddj alt la a lotus

eater beside bun and Whitman a «dlstrkl
messenger boy. iou can almost hjear bun

< ia< «kte and shoot forth blue sparks Ilka a

in.Hey wire il. a «rainstorm
lumpy 1 Why, i wsa jiftnpv for «two

Hours after conversai«, with him !..

;. « t. minutes snd nt rer xp* et te Ite
able to tell you what na asid when he el

hlmgctf no, because it waa Ilk« h«
«and seeing thre« ringg and a state nil

going full swing at «the «circus

A SUBJECT UNDER THE BAN.

The Godfather of the Interview wsa

i alii« r nervous about it. anyhow.
Whatever ><«u do," he aald t.. ma

stage a htepsr lust betört ( h« Qresi «eto

trnntOj "don't ask him anything about the

Com«Mie Francatee. lie baa only con¬

tented to give you this Intervl« * becauaa
he thinks that, bein| an A«
Won't bother him about that matter."

ib, these solar plexus blows!
Of course i wsnted to ask him shout the
osnddla Frnncntea «an I th pui Ii

in tbt ahape of ¦ hesvy Una which is t«.

ha meted out t.« him for running away

from lis dutiea there and sctlng at a>'-

«'tb«r Paria theatre not a mile
when he knows that the muntclpa .t\ foi
da it. Aid I «ranted to gueattoa bim ns

Is why he got paesed with the Contedle
in the first pife ««. but. nias: I war on me
b« nor. and the golden BKVtnC it passed. :-'.

I shall never hear the truth from his own

lips.
.Ml I ronld do under these distressing

circumstances was to give a little «gasp ol
dismay and funibb« f..r my notes no as to

Ut ratch out "Comedie I ran<;aise," Which
was there In big letter».

AH! HERE HE IS.

He was coming. I OStsM hear a hasty
footstep and th« Qodfsthsr'g face Changed
BJ he gave a warning nod.
Then In dashed Le Dnig**. He fluric the

door open and took three long atrldea
across the room, hat on head, cigarette
in mouth and ooat tails flapping briskly
around him.
He stopped In front of me with a dra¬

matic gesture, as If he were Mure Antony
addressing a crowd.
"Well, what can I do for you?" he

Jerked out. "You want to interview me,
I understand. What do you want t«j
know? What do you want me to say?
1 am horrihly fatigued and very busv.
«ant possibly give you much time. How
«an we manage It, eh?"
Maybe you think this was encoura-r-lr-g

to a shrinking soul.
And the rate these words ««ame out all

In a heap!
"I've always thought French people

spoke too rapidly. Sow I realize that I
knew something about It; that *h«y'vc In¬
variably tempered the wind to the shorn
lamb heretofore. This was the real thing.

CONFISCATED HER MANUSCRIPT.
"I-I have a few questions," I stam-

m< red, searching for that paper where
1 Jotted down something to belj, «,ie iri
an emergency.
ills ear caught the rustle and t.«

stretched out a hand for the paper I
didn't want to give it to him, but be bus
a hand that must be obeyed. It Is a large,
white, well formed member, with a OS**-
tain firmness about it, and you have a
feeling that if It Is denied It might make
things unpleasant
He Bettled a pair of glasses on his nose

and glanced at the scrawl
"I think I'll just read thcKe over and

send you the answers." he announced,
" 'twill save time, 'twill save time."

I sank nervously on an uncomfortable
atool and the Godfather of the interview,
with one beaming glance at me. as if to
assure me that all was going as well as

could be expected, left the room.
The actor man paced rapidly up and

down like one In training, and as h«*
walked he read aloud and made« eliciting
r«.>l»e.-. with hi» lips. "Tchu, IChil." iii'd

muttered "Tiens, tiens, tiens." nt quick
intervals, as if lettins off steam."

I surveyed him furtively Hat still on

his head and just a mere suspicion to the

side, clothes simply perfection,
An elephant-gray morning coat suit, s

black ti.« knotted with »greatest care and

garnished with s chaste pearl pin, shoes
of patent leather with gray uppers and
gray gloves <>f the same shade
Oh, if b<> h.ul only been si restful as

hlS clothes!
II«- ha», lost a lit'l»- of Ml «-" «Ci'ss, but

be is .»till xceedtngl: wt 11 eel up and

holds himself Ilk« a sportsman, n«1 lias

a girlishly fair skm. curling gray hair,
«.iv handsome features and mild i«

i. t i mouth
is not P ¦ little ai the side In
a ill way, and II la tbtn

d and rath« .-. .
it belongs to nan, that

mouth, and hi quite o of place with

gentli orbi abort
A MOMENT CF GREAT RELIEF.
I really was < i eved at the
ea that I i Id I out the answers

to the questlo t way
of eai nlng bav« some n«

volui leer I ¦. Just
Ing ;«« a«' ». II and ¦..

poise i nl) stoppe«'
walk v..-, if .nid ni' d

1 think 11 v h HOW
" he said

. mov-
from hi

pap«
them to

I don'I

».DM . But nol
alL can I
of an i

he
AS TO MATINEE IDOLS

lerstand 11 first o
-kip

that "

v L 111 explain it I

It i in 1
til

v VI«

lion for it in tl i lai igh I

iper, 1
; ome a Ithln n es of It.

I took n 'i *

1 explain« d our Y« Person I
tor

v til
without Mommer «i Popper, ai «-..n

shower girlish pon th»
«a Itho t s y. i

had to get it all out at expr« ipeed, but
11 Bath i myself, bs v..«.» Int» n t«

IT IS OUT OF THE QUESTION,
way, lie ipokl .¦,...

w h« n he ai wered ind gave m« s cl
to renlixe what a be S he I
when he «-nt rushing ¡t.

'"I hat r «it of t',:n: . ouldn'1 exist here,
lie inforn
superiority, "Tou understai
young '--iri in FVance hai very little free-
i««mi snd.i lly convi ntional In

«. ii wouiii n« t occur to her t««

expi Ion in an) i u b man¬
nt r."
"Do« n't ¦¦ h«- et en write i .v i hai

little note to tell her favorite actor whal
a .«..«: dei Roí He et or Her¬
nán! i««- la?
"\\ ell, thai haa l**eei ¦] ¦¦ i

"but ti««- i.«, Id« nt wo « e th« and
it would be moat exc« ptloi al, an)

The it« ¡i h actoi ... m ittei h«
hli ¡it t Is al i" nevei a

nam« Il a Mâtin« ei Idol."
"Would i like i" I
lie smil. «1 In l Borl

W ¦¦! .

I
ntic attui-l .

lead

M Idol wor«

l Is had lin«).« «I b t Ifle » mil Iscenl ¦ he
- of iomanl Ic atta» hm« nta t«i i« b>
u mi -i' and wond« n d il i.

Ing he time n hen .. a

J OUIUJ t« ¦" b« t at th«
and Mme. Simone v..« a gawky ....

Kill pupil, vh«. gased at lllm with adora¬
tion, iiiitil at last h« made inqulriei about

HE SETTLED A PAIR OF GLASSES
ON H.S NOSE AND GLANCED AT
TH» **f:">AVVL.

It. bTOPPED IN FRONT Of ME «WITH A DRAMATIC GESTURE.

.«, a lid Uie real
li« dldn t wear that I

...

:¦ Itling t< III :

asa m
"1 lid I go ««n ti when I waa vei

i.« *al bli d In b

\ | did i .«¦¦

"Were my parenl
"« »h, the] were » Iferent

HE NIPPED IT IN THE BUD.
'.«.«. t'v« ti" >i" thai i. la a

Intereatlng .»tot.* back ««f that Btatemen
snd I opened my mouth to force a quoi
n¡ .n him, but. bl«sa yout h< irl bs dldn
gil c m. a hah« B I«« g I a Word In "I*'

He simp!) tn««:. a in ad« r on t«« th
l|U. Slioll

II amuse«) him ..:. OUtllght
Am nervoti on fit -1 nlgbtal tA

foi! I should think 1 am'"
"Mow does It :itl.«t -on.- I Klhbere«!

so sfrald be would daah away from tha

v |th a bai«« stat« ment
"Oh, ih>- ususl *-:. mptonu a «sort ««

n Mai snd pbysl» si paral; sis. My knee

quake, my heart beats s double measure
can't s«-.- snythtng on th<- stags at Brat
Horrible! and i never ?;«¦. over it. sann

t'niiis' every time I play s new pari ¦' Hi
gave his head a despomb tit lilt!.- shake.

I hit that was enough sai'l 11« «Ii.«-

missed the subject and mumbled tin« nea
as if lie ware learning a lesson.

A QUERY IN THE ASH HEAP.

"Do you think tin- I'n n« h stags de«
teriorstlng at the momentt »17mm; shan't
answer that question, its absurd. Any»
way, it would be ¡m article in its« If."

..«»ii, can't you just span- a moment tc

say somctiti-g about it "" I pleaded, fall¬

ing i'tlitc into Inn- with Ml Speed, but

absolutely Spent avl bi'iitll.ss ftom the

effort.
ii<> shook his bead and merely said.

Tenu."
Then h«« flicked the ufa tttUU tils cig¬

arette stump with his lirm whit, lingers
and took up the paper iinain.

"i»o yon mind tiring »tailed the Been
Brummel <>f ths French stage?"

ii«« straightened ins «las-.s a little con»

s« i«'iisly
..(if «-ourse : «îon't," n«» murmured im-

p.tniitly. not looking at m., but out of
ti,. window.
SELFISH WITH HIS GLANCES.
And I «I lik« t«« t. m.uk at this point.

though yon mustn't think I'm psaued
about It, that In« never «lid \gpA at BBS
through 'h.« arbola »lap-iiash interview.
He flxed bis baby blue .>,«- on the wall.
1)1. chair, his Cigarette "r SVSn liis sho.s,
Put In- nev« « list :« tía!,« e at m.«, and |
dare say he couldn't till y,,u whether I

was blink or White, I n.rdy say jhis to

gbow >"u bom little tratatag ^« has had
Matinee Idol It is «, - - -.it n,,.

an

Mr«« "i

"I'm flattere«! me th«
«

.f Up
"Well thej real do." ! i Ipped In,

feplritedl
...... .. *

.,

The nexl Qtie tloa «. D I ou think
dial ¦¦:.«.

i, »w tha did fot
-j he iI an

\ui i to write a i.k or otna
.t. .. .¦ i ubtei la

t,. I.. .! lb

"Barkis is wlllln'." aald I, In English,
.,,.. didn't ¦..'¦' to My it in

French "Rarhls eat complaisant" doesn't
ii'i Ighl - m» hon

A CONDENSED EXPLANATION.

Anyway, be didn't «are, he discided for
himself thai ha had a fee nionionte In
which t.. «a«, «something about the French
atege- so he rattled uO a tew parts of
pet h

¦««i coures, wa play with more reserve
nowadays,'' he declared "Plsya of the
present demsnd n The drama «¦! V*l«etor
Hugo as interpreted by Mounet-SuUy
«ill« «i im broad gssturss, much dectema

tlon, big affecte lo thrill an audience.
Now the style ol drama bag quite
chsnged, and wa aetore creep on the
atage .-i t.ii get our best affecta by reserva
and «tenasnsSS The basis Is dlfforenti nat¬
urally the art ot aititiK «BtOVSS in gOOOfd
with It. The sain«- thing Is tine every-
whera not only In France."

I nsnrly said, "Thank you for th.tn
kin«) Words," for he had l.e.n h«. almost
lengthy and leisurely during this apeech,
but i am bound i«« add I believe be re¬

garded It as a weakinsr-, for he sort of
atrnlghtsnod up and shook bimsslf and
«glnrsd at the «selling for «an instant before
he tackled the paper again.

DIDN'T MAKE A HIT WITH HIM.

Be l««"k««l pu/.zl«d as he tan his eye
aver tha nsxl question.
.what do you mean by tins"" ha in-

«piinil quickly. "You a;«k me wlmni | i«.ni¬

si.1. r the most abb- product** ainoiig the
pteywrlgbta f to-day. is «there «any sense

in that ?"'
Y.s," i responded sw-.tiy. though i

was lather nettled. "What I mean Is.
winch of th«« playwrights ,,r parla do >ou
think the most helpful and elfii-lent In
directing tlie relu .usais of thi-ir own

pieces."
Ile direct.'«! g severe look at the toe of

my «new Paris si. and be purged up his
lips In disapproval. I «gtSSBg he consld-
ii««l not gnsW(t»7tng this, either; then his
natural, «though hasty. blndnsaa ««f bosrt
.ame t'« my gaaaSCnnoa
He took a puff ot th.« cigantt««, and

bow be «li.i it t don't know here*.*-- it

' rea» bed tl i
only bold It i>v stl« king s hairpin thro igfa

,.« course, I kn« w th« ss th ngi
Haven't i been living o«.,r lore sosas
ne other
Wdl. b. took th.- puff, as I say¡ then he

.«u- w, n ,i th.« que tlon.
ROSTAND AND BATAILLE.

"i:... i.ii .! !.. «put'» Invalu iMs al re-
i u u*«," ii«- ssid gen.uriy, "and Ha«
taille, too, gives tl «. a« tor many »helpful
suggestions, There are other pisywrtgbtg
in I'arls who are excellent In this, and
there are sun others who ought t«. be
I« t« ibij k'pt awaj from th.« theatie Hut
"ti ths whole I think I should say that
Rostand and Bataille are ths boat."

ii« k a canny Actor Man all right, for
in« inn pens to i"- playing the leading part
In « Hatalllo piece now, and next month
ii«« is to try Rostand's Cyrano
Th.« next question fretted him «pdf*, a

little.
"ii.« i study types and the characterta

lbs of people to a!«i in«« In inv parts'.' Now
What <!o «you menu by that'.'"
"Vou must r. member those are only

hasty notes JfOU havo there," I said,
Tiny wem Ju.st meant to help m«> out."

SHOWING HIM HIS PLACE.
I wanted to show him that after nil li«l

had rather taken possession of this Inter¬
view «and hot given ms a fair rhance. and
I think it put ti 1 in In his place as the In¬
terviewer a bit; at any rat«- in» replied
apparently for Ills own eil'.ilcatlon, sine«
In- only muttered the words,

"(if course, I Study people to a certain
estant; Th" actor ¡s like tin- »painter <»t
tin- irritar; he must mirror life in his art,
He must net he human note, whether h«
is idaytng in classic «tragedy or modem
comedy."
"That's true," i remarked with interest

ami I was about to chat a little <>n th«
subject, for my spirit Is not easily broken
hut lie quelled my youthful ardor by turn
iiiK again ta that paper, which i began b
wish i had consigned t<> the flames of th.
salamander in my bedroom, Be read ou
th«« mxt «iii'stioii, ami I felt myself tun
pale, for it was a hackney«««! one; tin» oui)
thing you «an say for it IicIiik that Thea
pians never tire of bavin« >'«»u ask it ant
always have an answ«-r of their OWI
for It.

MUST HAVE THE SPIRIT OF IT
"I'm-iim-in! Alors" mumbled La Bargy

with almost human Internet, and takm,
It «|tiite like n lamb. "Does an actor hnv
in feel wtiat !.«. portray*1? Ho «toes go
.Absolutely have to feel It nt every per
i« imane«-, but I think he must have fel
it <ui«-e. at any rut«», to «et thg spirit of ¡I
The actor who f.-lt' It each tlm«- and dli
not ».haust himself by Me stiel,k'Ui of .¦»

much »-motion WOUld be fortunate, indeed
I b. lleve tie true a' tor «mist h.iVi« expeil

This Middle Aged "Greek God," Who Leads Even Paris
in Matters Sartorial and Whose Figure Looms Large

on the French Stage, Takes the Bit in His
Teeth When Confronted by the Interviewer

and Interviews Himself at a Gallop.
eti'-ed many things to be able to enter In

many parts."
He hi'sitated. as If to be sure that

followed him. and 1 rSBSSUred bill **v«th

timid, "i understand what \<>'.i mean."
"Hon!" be eInsulated crisply.
.'But I do want to ;¡sk OU somethlt

myself!" I cried in desperation. "I nev

really meant te usa «all those things <

the pspsr. They wsre :ust auggeatlona
tor I naw him chucking town the que

tions «and es. aping in another m«.ment

two.
"Well?" he Inquired.
WHIPPED UP HER COURAGE.
..What part do " toel i mat of ¦

those which you have piaysd, and whh
dS yOU like b.'St""

Krally, my «bars. I never pant«
«through a apeech ao rapidly In my lite.
saw nervous brenkdown stating me in ti

tuce, but i attic!* to the i tea snd got
the winning post in ii. to merit hia si

provsi A' any rate, <... answi .««i mo.
"I «lot.'t know what part I lik- '

f« .¦: most," be asid, get si y. "The Ini
one »s alwayg «lb« moat interesting, snd
am most fond <«f it« With svery nsw rol
the othera are dtemlssed from my mind.
.'rinn tin- pn.t.-sur in 'Lea Flambeau:
!¦¦ -.s-Iiil,' vou at pr« si'.it?"
"Yes. «absolutely, «i thlnh it is a vet

grenl pai t."
"Have you ever written a r¡av youi

self?" I rentured, feeling that i waggsli
im,- bli «onfldenca and gathering atrengl
for th« brenknech paco.

".lamáis de la viel" be exclaimed err

llly, ;ir,il tint, ol«, bildr.-ti, Is a

"in- would my, "Noi on your nf«- "

A ; t.- !. ..'..: ¦: like that strirtl«
him, atf.i in« ii... bad better que
«further Sberloch Holmealng on my «psrl
so i:.- insistí i upon reading from th

paper again.
"What ebangi .«. :i you make if yot

were manag« r of s th« be it clsim« d
" v-ha. «agsln you sali aoinethlng that s

history. I ah ill «skip i t

And he «lid.
"i >o Frencl ictoi h mske

.i
' ama the nest on« that caught bin

ii«. almoal looked it «me by miataks, an«
bis orb«; glitten «i .i i bind the glsssea
SHOWS THE REAL LE BARGY.

"i thlnh ; do r pr« ;'.
;.« plaj mj pai Is arltb aa little

lalble. I feel nearer to i

\-. it:.«, if i..; paint an«l powdei
between us, « erteln char
a« tits liter the fea

lit wrt!

I the type of men portrayed. When th :.-

rot necesssry th« far b< ttei
d With all but tt:> '.ni' .-:

int of color, etc.. tl t Mm :.¦¦ Ulgbl.
n I."

Tl .. v. nothing let n the i apar but
tiff aaed quei y ** t.. ti.. . ;

« -. which h« prêt« -.«. .:.''
. n, though. >'f «course, i¡«' must

«! it through th»- pen« il S' rat' h-
nd hi wsi ii d« r t; .¦ Impr« mten ba

id flnlahed, ao u. <t «imped on the end <.£
.

.¦ Igsrette .'m«!
i must say he looked exceedingly band«

as !¦.«< towered abo«... ni", a día«
lingutehed mlddk «aged man with an in¬
telligent fa'-«', a noble head, and, ..«*. I

II ;.«. .¦ remsrksd t«, [ore, ex .¦. dlnglj
|. lothna.

I «-«uildn't take him b) the till of his
morning eoal and nay "Tarry a moment
gentle atranger," «but i araan't tl
with him yet. «though m.' (...ni \>,i« whirl¬
ing and f bad that drynees In my throat
Iwhl ii comea when >"u have been run«

k.- mad.
"uii. Monsieur «Le B irgy, i

breathlessly. "One moment. Please te'.«
BBS a little more about joursclf. What
gre your rc-crtations, for instance'.""

lie took three stage strides to the door
and turned the handle, then paused as
the hero generally does, for a last word.
"I amuse myarlf «watt." he replied, airily,

"f walk, I travel B pool deal, I read fino
book I smoke excellent cigars, I gat
good dinners and like pretty women M«.«
rolla!"
"Would you be sorry to leave th«

stager
A PARTING PARTHIAN SHOT.

"But not .it all; I should be charmtd
to leave tha stage to-morrow, and certain¬
ly Whan my time cornea to retire I shall
be greatly pteaeed. i prefer la joio c«
vivre t<» la joio de théâtre. Au revoir.
Mademoiselle."
And he Whlakai out of the door.
I am almost sine lie ran up the eor-

ri«ior. I «liiln't ko out to look, because I
wag afra al he would turn around and
catch me at it, which would have been
«.iniiari assing.
N". I Just picked up the paper and

fanned myaelf «with it to cool off after
my athletic efforts.
In cans the Godfather of the interview;

he tiptoed through the door, wearing th«
anxious eaprceolOB of u harassed mother
h«n
"Did If go well?" be fiestioned.
"nil, yea, decidedly," I responded

Btanchly, "both well and quickly."
"Hs is always go kind," he remarked.
"i min, umm," i aoqulseced, end 1 am

:¦- certainly a trifle hur-
11« «i m his good u« da,

\- i my, i was dtatinctly lumpy aft«r
my »talk artth what might have been a

other eircumataaeah

rs had another engatiomTt.
«. .- rlS and felt hi

mo_M nts wtien
i .'.» log Cjm no «r

or n "-* i 'hing
you Ilk« i don't know, I'm sure. But

. «I Is this: that
i fairly rapid

Uon, wVre
engines < -,

on I
Tl

few :
' r of

the led me to go and
is ths old I r in

x."
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